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ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION
PROVENANCE

Acquired with the acquisition of Millborn Farm from the Trustees of the Bullard Street Nominee Trust in
2024.

OWNERSHIP & LITERARY RIGHTS

The Constable Family Papers Regarding Millborn Farm are the physical property of The Trustees of
Reservations. Literary rights, including copyright, belong to the authors or their legal heirs and assigns.
Permission must be obtained to publish reproductions.

PREFERRED CITATION
[Item title], [Date]. Constable Family Papers Regarding Millborn Farm, Box [#], Folder [#]. The Trustees of
Reservations, Sharon, Massachusetts.

CONDITIONS GOVERNING ACCESS & USE

This collection is open for research. All materials are in English unless otherwise noted. Some material
may be restricted. Any known restrictions are specified after the title of the series, subseries, or folder
containing the controlled material.

PROPERTY NOTES

Millborn Farm is in one of the earliest English settlement areas of Sherborn, known in the 17" and 18"
centuries as Boggestow. It is located in the heart of historic southeast Sherborn near the old Bullard Fort
site. The main home and barn were built for Alpheus Ware on the eastern part of the old Breck Farm in
1800. Alan Cunningham (1895-1967) and Ruth Paine Cunningham (1898-1987) purchased the property in
1935.

Millborn Farm was primarily a dairy operation until 1968. Ruth Cunningham sold the property in 1969 to

her niece, Sylvia Paine Constable (1928-2022), and her husband, Dr. John D. Constable ([1927]-2016).
The farm was most recently managed for hay production.
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The Trustees purchased Millborn Farm from John and Sylvia’s two surviving daughters, Clair Constable
and Isabel Constable, in March 2024. The property has approximately 75 acres of fields, many acres of
which are prime soils or “statewide important.” Due to minimal farm use, some fields are transitioning to
early successional forest habitat.

SCOPE & CONTENT

The Constable Family Papers Regarding Millborn Farm contain material relating to the history of the farm
itself and the local area. The earliest item is a photocopy of a 1643 land transfer, but the bulk of the
collection falls between 1935 and 2022.

The strength of the collection pertains to the renovations and additions to Millborn Farm during the years
it was owned by Sylvia and John Constable (1969-2022). These materials include maps, plans, contractor
invoices, and legal documents regarding ownership and sale of the property. Additionally, the collection
contains archaeology reports of the dig on the property in 2012.

The Constable Family Papers Regarding Millborn Farm is arranged into six series:

Series |, Land Development and Archaeology, is arranged chronologically and spans 1643-2012, the
earliest material is a photocopy of a 1643 map. The bulk of the material is from Paul Charles LaCroix’s
Bogastowe Fort Dig Project in 2012

Series ll, Legal, is arranged chronologically and spans 1935-2011. Items include deeds, correspondence
regarding real estate sales, and land reclassification documents.

Series lll, Farm Operations, is arranged chronologically and ranges in date from 1939-2022. Iltems
include production and sale catalogs, certificates and awards, and one letter from the Native Plant Trust.

Series IV, Building Renovations, is arranged chronologically and spans 1987-2022. Items include
project plans, invoices and renovation estimates.

Series V, Maps & Plans, is organized by format: the loose plans are grouped by subject in folders, rolled
plans have been kept together, and bound sets are listed together. The dates span 1935-2013, with the
bulk of the series comprised of 84 line drawings created during the 1986-1988 renovation of the house.

Series VI, Local History, is arranged chronologically into four folders containing information about the
MetroWest region of Massachusetts, during its early settlement in the 17" and 18" centuries through its
agricultural prowess during the 20" century. Series IV also contains information about local residents
such as Alpheus Ware, as well as the Constable family, who owned the farm until the Trustees acquired it
in 2024.
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Box Folder Contents Date
SERIES I. LAND DEVELOPMENT AND ARCHAEOLOGY
6 folders

Dates: [1643]-2012

Series | is arranged chronologically and includes photocopies of maps and land transfers, articles about the
Bullard Stone Fort settlement in the 17" and 18" centuries. The series also includes an application for land
acquisition and an archaeological report by Paul Charles LaCroix documenting a dig at Bogastowe Fort.

1 1 Maps and Land Transfers 1643, 1805, undated
1 2 Article about Bullard Stone Fort 1974,1981, 2013, undated
1 3 “Application for Aquifer Land Acquisition Funds” 1986 May
1 4 Bogastowe Fort Dig Project 2009-2012
1 5-6 “Bogastowe Ironworks” by Paul Charles LaCroix 2012
2 copies

SERIES II. LEGAL
4 folders
Dates: 1968-2016

Series ll, Legal, is arranged chronologically. ltems include photocopies of deeds, correspondence regarding real
estate sales, and land reclassification documents, as well as correspondence from John and Sylvia Constable
discussing the sale of the property.

1 7 Documents Re: Sale of Millborn Farm 1968-Sep-1969-Apr

1 8 Deeds (photocopies) 1969-2011

1 9 Legal Correspondence Re: Property 1974-Oct-1989-Mar

1 10 Forest Cutting and Conservation Plan 1981,1996, 2002-2016
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Box Folder Contents Date
SERIES Ill. FARM OPERATIONS
5 folders

Dates: 1963-2022, undated

Series lll, Farm Operations, is arranged chronologically. This series includes production and sale catalogs,
certificates and awards, and a letter from the Native Plant Trust. This series also includes a photograph of a
miniature barn model and a sample of Merrimade stationery from the farm address on Bullard Street.

1 11 Certificates and Awards 1963-1966, 1970-1972
1 12 Millborn Farm Production and Sale Catalogs 1973, 1982

1 13 Agriculture and Sales Reports 1974-2022

1 14 Native Plant Trust Correspondence 2022-May-31

1 15 Photograph of Barn Model undated

1 16 Sample of Merrimade stationary “63 Bullard Street” undated

SERIES IV. BUILDING RENOVATIONS
4 folders
Dates: 1981-2022

Series IV, Building Renovations, is arranged chronologically; items include a building report from the
Massachusetts Historical Commission, as well as project plans, invoices and renovation estimates.

2 1 Massachusetts Historical Commission Building Report 1981
2 2 Renovations and Additions Project Proposals 1987-1988
2 3 Renovation Photographs and Copy of Building Permit 1995
2 4 Job Estimate and Invoice for Roof Renovation 1996-1997
2 5 Plumbing and Heating Repairs 1999-2022
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Box Folder Contents Date

SERIES V. MAPS AND PLANS

15 broadside folders, 6 rolled maps
Dates: 1935-2013, undated

Series V, Maps and Plans, is arranged by storage format; the loose plans are grouped by subject housed in
broadside folders. Rolled plans are listed together, and bound sets are listed together. The bulk of the items are
the 84 line drawings during the 1986-1988 renovation of the house.

ITEMIZED MAPS AND PLANS INVENTORY ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES

SERIES VI. LOCAL HISTORY
5 folders
Dates: 1855-1936, 2008, undated

Series VI, Local History, is arranged chronologically and includes photocopies of census records, an article about
original settler John Fussell, and a family history, as well as correspondence from Sherborn Historical Society to
Ruth Cunningham about the history of the region and the house.

2 6 Copy of Sherborn Census Records 1855, 1865
2 7 Ware Family History (copy) 1916
2 8 Letter from Sherborn Historical Society to 1936 Feb 12

Ruth Cunningham
2 9 Letter from Patricia Ware to John & Sylvia Constable 2008 Sep 20

2 10 Article re: John Fussell, Original Settler of Stone House undated
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LOOSE PLANS

Folder

1

Subject

Elevations

Section Plans

Site Plans

Kitchen Plans
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SERIES V. MAPS AND PLANS:

INVE

NTORY

Title

Renovations and Additions:
Renovations and Additions:

Renovations and Additions:

Elevations

Renovations and Additions:
Renovations and Additions:
Renovations and Additions:
Renovations and Additions:
Renovations and Additions:

Renovations and Additions:

See also: Folder 13 - Millborn Farm John and Sylvia Constable

Renovations and Additions

Renovations and Additions

Renovations and Additions
Detail

Renovations and Additions
Detail (annotated)

Renovations and Additions

Renovations and Additions
Renovations and Additions
Renovations and Additions

Renovations and Additions

See also: Folder 14 - Untitled Renovation & Addition Plans

Unlabeled Plan
Unlabeled Plan

Basement Plan, Level 1
Ground Floor Plan, Level 1
Second Floor Plan, Level 1
Roof Plan, Level 4

14R Section

14S Section

: Site Plan

: Electrical, Basement Plan, Level 1

: Unlabeled Plan, Kitchen Cabinet

: Unlabeled Plan, Kitchen Cabinet

:Unlabeled Plan

:Unlabeled Plan Options A& B

:Unlabeled Plan
: Section Plan, Kitchen

: Section Plan, Kitchen
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Unlabeled Plan Showing Door

Date

1988
1988

1988

1986
1986
1986
1986
1986
1986

1986-1987
1986

1988

1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988

Plan #

#34-410
#34-410

#34-410-R

#3-101
#3-102
#3-103
#3-104
#3-201
#3-202

#1-101
#6-101

#3-306

#3-306
#3-307-R
#3-307-2R
#3-605
#3-605
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Folder Subject Title
5 Bathroom Plans

Renovations and Additions: Unlabeled Plan, Bathroom
Renovations and Additions: Unlabeled Plan, Bathroom

Renovations and Additions: Unlabeled Plan

See also: Folder 13 - Milllborn Farm John and Sylvia Constable

6 Walls & Framing

Renovations and Additions: Unlabeled Plan

Renovations and Additions: Unlabeled Plan

Renovations and Additions: Unlabeled Plan
7 Window Framing

Renovations and Additions: Unlabeled Plan

Renovations and Additions: Constable House

8 Additions - 1953

Alterations and Additions: Elevation New Sitting Room
Bookcase
Alterations and Additions: First Floor

Alterations and Additions: Second Floor
9 Land Planning and Bullard St Development
Map of Bullard St Relocation
Map of Land Acquired by Water Department of Millis
Hand drawn map of water service, electrical lines at 97 Bullard,
Aerial photograph of Millborn Farm (black & white)
Map of Land Sold to Town of Millis

10 Land Survey and Sherborn Town Maps
Beers Atlas of Middlesex County 1874 or 1875 (copy)
Rev John Allen's farm at Sherborn (copy)

Rev John Allen's farm at Sherborn (copy)
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Date

1988
1988

1988

1986
1986
1986

1987

1988

1953

1953
1953

1952

1959

1992
undated

undated

undated
undated

undated

Plan #

#3-401
#3-401

#3-404

#3-501
#3-502
#3-503

#3-602

#3-604
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Renovations and Additions:

Title

Renovations and Additions: Millborn Farm John and Sylvia Constable

Unlabeled Plan, Outside Views of

House by Sections w/ Elevations

Renovations and Additions:

Unlabeled Plan, Interior Floor Plan for

Basement, Ground and Second Floor

Renovations and Additions:
Construction by Floor.

Renovations and Additions:
Renovations and Additions:
Renovations and Additions:

Renovations and Additions:

Renovations and Additions:
Renovations and Additions:
Renovations and Additions:
Renovations and Additions:
Renovations and Additions:
Renovations and Additions:
Renovations and Additions:
Renovations and Additions:
Renovations and Additions:
Renovations and Additions:
Renovations and Additions:
Renovations and Additions:

Renovations and Additions:

Renovations and Additions:
Renovations and Additions:

Renovations and Additions:

Unlabeled Plan, Demolition and New

Renovations and Additions: Millborn Farm John and Sylvia Constable

Unlabeled Plan
Unlabeled Plan
Unlabeled Plan
Unlabeled Plan

Renovations and Additions: Millborn Farm John and Sylvia Constable (set 1)

Basement Plan, Level 1

Ground Floor Plan, Level 1

Second Floor Plan, Level 1

Roof Plan, Level 4

14R Section

14S Section

Elevations

Elevations

Electrical, Basement Plan, Level 1
Electrical, Ground Floor Plan, Level 1
Electrical, Second Floor Plan, Level 1
Unlabeled Plan, Electrical

Unlabeled Plan

Renovations and Additions: Millborn Farm John and Sylvia Constable (set 2)

Basement Plan, Level 1
Ground Floor Plan, Level 1

Second Floor Plan, Level 1
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1986

1986

1986

1986
1986
1986
1986

1986
1986
1986
1986
1986
1986
1986
1986
1986
1986
1986
1988
1987

1986
1986
1986

Date

#07-201

#07-101

#12-101

#EC-3-101
#EC-3-102
#EC-3-201
#EC-3-202

#3-101
#3-102
#3-103
#3-104
#3-201
#3-202
#3-301
#3-302
#6-101
#6-102
#6-103
#3-401
#3-603

#3-101
#3-102
#3-103
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Folder

13

14

15

Subject
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Title

Renovations and Additions: Millborn Farm...(set 2), continued

Untitled Set

Renovations and Additions
Renovations and Additions
Renovations and Additions
Renovations and Additions
Renovations and Additions
Renovations and Additions

Renovations and Additions

Renovations and Additions: Electrical, Second Floor Plan, Level 1
Renovations and Additions:

Renovations and Additions:

Renovations and Additions:
Renovations and Additions:
Renovations and Additions:
Renovations and Additions:
Renovations and Additions:
Renovations and Additions:
Renovations and Additions:

Renovations and Additions:

:Roof Plan, Level 4
: 14R Section

: 14S Section

: Elevations

: Elevations

: Electrical, Basement Plan, Level 1

: Electrical, Ground Floor Plan, Level 1

Unlabeled Plan, Electrical

Unlabeled Plan

Section Plan

Section Plan

Basement Plan, Level 1
Ground Floor Plan, Level 1
Second Floor Plan, Level 1
Roof Plan, Level 4
Elevations

Elevations

Renovations and Additions: Millborn Farm John and Sylvia Constable

Renovations and Additions: Electrical, Basement Plan, Level 1
Renovations and Additions: Electrical, Ground Floor Plan, Level 1

Renovations and Additions: Electrical, Second Floor Plan, Level 1

Renovations and Additions

Renovations and Additions: Unlabeled Plan, Interior Floor Plan for

: Electrical, Site Plan

Basement, Ground and Second Floor

Renovations and Additions: Unlabeled Plan, Outside Views of

House by Sections w/ Elevations

Renovations and Additions

:Unlabeled Sketch
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1986
1986
1986
1986
1986
1986
1986
1986
1988
1987

1988
1988
1986
1986
1986
1986
1986
1986

1986
1986
1986
1986

1986

1986

Date

#3-104
#3-201
#3-202
#3-301
#3-302
#6-101
#6-102
#6-103
#3-401
#3-603

#3-605
#3-503
#3-101
#3-102
#3-103
#3-104
#3-301
#3-302

#6-101
#6-102
#6-103
#6-105

#07-101

#07-201
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ROLLED AND FRAMED MAPS AND PLANS

Title
Plan of Land Sherborn and Millis

Landscape and Garden Renovation Plans

Right of Way-Orchard Street and South End Pond in Millis
Medfield Quadrangle Map

Revised Land Use Map, US Dept of Agriculture

Feature Plan of Bogastowe Farms Stone House Facilities Archaeological
Investigation

Black & White aerial view of Sherborn and Millis

Project Map, Segment 2, US Army Engineer Division

Constable Family Papers - 11

Date
1935

1952
1952
1957

undated
2013

undated

undated

Format
Framed

Rolled
Rolled
Rolled
Rolled

Rolled

Rolled
Rolled
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