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ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
PROVENANCE 
Clara Endicott Sears, founder of Fruitlands Museum, first began acquiring Shaker manuscripts between 1914 and 
1918. Materials were both purchased and donated from various sources, including from the Shakers themselves. 
The Fruitlands Shaker collections continued to grow, first under Sears and then through her successors, through 
gifts, purchases, and transfers. In 2016, Fruitlands Museum and its collections were acquired by The Trustees of 
Reservations. 

OWNERSHIP & LITERARY RIGHTS 
The Fruitlands Shaker Manuscript Collection is the physical property of The Trustees of Reservations. Literary 
rights, including copyright, belong to the authors or their legal heirs and assigns. 

PREFERRED CITATION 
[Item title], [date]. Fruitlands Shaker Manuscript Collection, [object ID]. The Trustees of Reservations, Sharon, 
Massachusetts. 

CONDITIONS GOVERNING ACCESS & USE 
This collection is open for research. Physical access is restricted for some content as a preservation measure; 
transcripts and/or digital access for these materials will be provided, when possible. Any known restrictions are 
specified after the title of the series, subseries, or folder containing the controlled material. All materials are in 
English unless otherwise noted. 

RELATED COLLECTIONS 
The Trustees holds several additional collections related to the Shakers, including The Fruitlands Shaker 
Photographic Collection (FM.PH.S.C1). Please contact the Historic Collections Team for more information.  

http://www.thetrustees.org/
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BIOGRAPHICAL & BACKGROUND NOTES 
The Shakers of Harvard and Shirley, Massachusetts 
Adapted from “Mansions of Purity: An Introduction to the Harvard and Shirley Shaker Communities,” by Michael 
Volmar for Fruitlands Museum 

The United Society of Believers in Christ’s Second Appearing, commonly known as the Shakers for their frenetic 
style of worship dance, were a Christian communal society founded and originally led by Englishwoman Ann Lee 
(1736-1784). Lee believed that she was the vessel of the Christ Spirit returned to earth. The group emigrated to 
New York from Manchester, England in 1774. At first, Lee did not share the tenets of her faith outside of her 
followers. But in 1780, she began to speak openly about her religious beliefs, emphasizing the importance of 
obedience, pacifism, confession, and celibacy.  

While on a proselytizing journey in 1781, Ann Lee and a group of early Shaker leaders visited the Harvard and 
Shirley area. Lee claimed to have dreamt of some of the Harvard Shakers before she came to America. She stayed 
in Harvard for two years, welcoming new followers. Many of the first members came from other religious sects, 
most notably former New Light Baptists and followers of Shadrack Ireland. The house that Ireland and his 
followers built became the cornerstone of Harvard community, purchased by the Shakers in 1782, along with an 
86.5-acre farm. In neighboring Shirley, the core of the Shirley Shaker village formed around Elijah Wilds’ house, the 
55-acre Ivory Wilds Farm, and the lands of John Warren and Nathan Willard. Wilds became the Elder of the Church 
Family, and his brother, Ivory, led the North Family. Willard’s house and farm became the basis of the South 
Family, and he became their first Trustee. The Harvard and Shirley Shaker communities together formed a 
bishopric, presided over by two Elders and two Eldresses.  

The Shakers also established villages in New England and New York, and later spread into Kentucky, Ohio, and 
Indiana. By 1827, 21 major communities had been established in the United States. These villages comprised 
independent communal families with hundreds of members in total. Leadership in any Shaker village always 
included both men and women, and membership was open to anyone who made a confession of sin and 
consecrated their possessions, including land, to the community.  

The first gatherings of the Harvard and Shirley Shaker villages took place in 1791 and 1792, respectively. By 1835, 
the South and East Families in Harvard were officially established. To support the growth and needs of the 
community, Harvard established a successful herb business. Shirley constructed a large cotton mill called the 
Phoenix Factory, but this quickly became a losing enterprise. By 1861, the Shirley Village was over $50,000 in debt, 
from which it never truly recovered. 

At the movement’s peak in the mid-19th century, there were an estimated 5,000 members. Following the Civil War, 
however, Shaker villages across the country saw their numbers decline. Communities had difficulties retaining 
members and attracting new ones. This was true for both Harvard and Shirley. As the Harvard population 
dwindled, the East Family closed in the 1870s, the North Family ended in the 1880s, and the South Family closed 
in 1895. The Shirley village closed in 1908, struggling not just with low membership, but financial strains as well. 
All 889 acres of land and buildings were sold to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, which turned the site into 
the Shirley Industrial School for Boys. Harvard remained open for another decade, but the Shakers began selling 
off pieces of the village in the early 1910s. In 1918, the Harvard Shaker community came to an end when the 
remaining 600 acres and buildings were sold to Fiske Warren, a wealthy paper manufacturer, and the last six 
sisters transferred to Mount Lebanon in New York. As of 2025, there is still one active community at Sabbathday 
Lake, Maine.  

 

http://www.thetrustees.org/
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Additional Sources: 
Harvard Historical Society. “Ann Lee.” Accessed October 9, 2025. https://harvardhistory.org/anne-lee/ 

Nourse, Henry S. History of the Town of Harvard Massachusetts, 1732-1893. Higginson Book Company, 2005. First 
printed in 1894 for Warren Hapgood. 

Shirley Historical Society. “Shirley’s Industrial School for Boys.” Last edited 2008. 
https://shirleyhistory.org/about/industrial-school/ 

Thurman, Suzanne R. O Sisters Ain't You Happy?: Gender, Family, and Community Among the Harvard and Shirley 
Shakers, 1781-1918. Syracuse University Press, 2001. 

 

Clara Endicott Sears: Collecting Shaker Material 
In 1916, Fruitlands Museum founder, Clara Endicott Sears wrote about her Harvard neighbors, saying, “It has been 
my great privilege to be counted as a friend among the Shakers.”1 Sears began collecting materials directly from 
the Harvard and Shirley communities and was among the earliest Shaker collectors in the country. She purchased 
the original Harvard Shaker Trustees’ Office building from Fiske Warren and moved it to her Fruitlands site in 1920. 
Once it was reassembled, Sears opened the first Shaker museum in the world in 1922. Sears was also in regular 
contact with the Shaker communities in Mount Lebanon (New York), Canterbury (New Hampshire), and 
Sabbathday Lake (Maine). The extent of her relationship with the Shakers is reflected in this collection’s 
correspondence (see Mount Lebanon, Series IV). After Sears’ death in 1960, Fruitlands Museum continued to 
collect Shaker manuscripts that related to the Harvard and Shirley communities.  

DESCRIPTION OF THE COLLECTION 
Scope and Content 
The Fruitlands Shaker Manuscript Collection contains approximately 200 items and spans the years 1771-1933. 
The materials document the daily and spiritual life of Shakers. The bulk of the collection is from the Massachusetts 
communities in Harvard and Shirley; other communities represented are from Connecticut (Enfield), Maine (Alfred 
and Sabbathday Lake), New Hampshire (Canterbury and Enfield), and New York (Mount Lebanon, Watervliet), as 
well as some unknown communities.  

Community of origin may mean one of the following: the community in which the item was first created, the 
community in which the writer resided or with which he or she was chiefly associated at the time, or, as a last 
resort, an educated guess representing the most appropriate community with which an item was associated. If a 
community of origin could not be established, these manuscripts appear under the heading “Unknown.”  

The Shakers’ inconsistency in spelling proper names is reflected in this guide. The spelling of names herein 
generally conforms with how they appear in the original manuscripts.  

PROCESSING INFORMATION 
The Fruitlands Shaker manuscripts were first organized as a collection by Jennifer Monaghan in 1993, who also 
created the first collection guide based on the Western Reserve Historical Society’s Guide to Shaker Manuscripts. 
Assistance over the years from experts such as Pam Smith, Maggie Stier, Christian Goodwillie, and Roben 
Campbell has been essential in describing the collection for access and discovery. 

 

1 Sears, Clara Endicott. “Introduction.” In Gleanings from Old Shaker Journals, xi. Boston: Houghton-Mifflin, 1916.  

http://www.thetrustees.org/
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ARRANGEMENT 
The arrangement of the collection is based on the structure used by Western Reserve Historical Society (WRHS) in 
its Guide to Shaker Manuscripts. The WRHS arrangement is used widely by institutions with Shaker collections, 
serving as an unofficial standard. The Fruitlands Shaker Manuscript Collection has adapted the WRHS 
arrangement, organizing the materials by Shaker community and then following the WRHS series for each 
community:  

SERIES I. COVENANTS, LAWS, AND LEGAL AND LAND RECORDS  
SERIES II. FINANCIAL RECORDS  
SERIES III. MEMBERSHIP RECORDS  
SERIES IV. CORRESPONDENCE  
SERIES V. DIARIES AND JOURNALS  
SERIES VI. TESTIMONIES AND BIOGRAPHIES  
SERIES VII. ADDRESSES, SERMONS, ESSAYS, AND OTHER WRITINGS  
SERIES VIII. INSPIRED WRITINGS  
SERIES IX. MUSIC  
SERIES X. POETRY  
SERIES XI. RECIPES AND PRESCRIPTIONS  
SERIES XII. SCHOOL BOOKS AND INSTRUCTIONAL TEXTS  
SERIES XIII. SCRAPBOOKS  
SERIES XIV. MISCELLANEOUS  

 
Materials are organized chronologically within each series. Not all communities have materials in every series; 
when a community has an “empty” series, the series is skipped. However, the series numbers have not been 
changed so that they still align with the WRHS arrangement. Communities are presented in the following order: 

MASSACHUSETTS 
HARVARD 
SHIRLEY 

CONNECTICUT 
 ENFIELD 
MAINE 
 ALFRED 
 SABBATHDAY LAKE 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
 CANTERBURY 
 ENFIELD 
NEW YORK 
 CANAAN 
 MOUNT LEBANON 
 WATERVLIET  
UNKNOWN/UNIDENTIFIED 

 

http://www.thetrustees.org/
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MASSACHUSETTS: Harvard 
Linear feet: 11.6 
Scope & Content: The Harvard (MA) materials span the years from 1771 to 1918, the year the community closed. 

The contents are organized chronologically within the series arrangement established by the 
Western Reserve Historical Society (see page 5). Series VI, Testimonies and Biographies, does 
not contain any items. 

Series I. Covenants, Laws, and Legal and Land Records  
Dates: 1771-1908 
Containers: HVD 1, MS 1 

HVD.001.01 Deed: Sale of land from Josiah Goldsmith to Aaron Jewett 1771 May 29 

HVD.001.02 Deed: Sale of land from Samuel Preston, Jonathan and Hannah Davis, 
Matthias and Mary Farnsworth, and others to Aaron Jewett 1781 Mar 19 

HVD.001.03 Deed: Sale of land from Robert Powers to Aaron Jewett 1784 Apr 9 

HVD.001.04 Deed: Sale of land from Amos Lamson to Aaron Jewett 1785 Jan 28 

HVD.001.05 Deed: Sale of land from Solomon and Frances Cooper to Joseph Wyeth 1785 Apr 29 

HVD.3101 Book of Covenants 1791-1801 

HVD.001.06 Deed: Sale of land from Thomas Hammond to Mary Hammond 1792 May 19 

HVD.001.07 Deed: Sale of land from Thomas Hammond to Aaron Jewett 1794 Apr 14 

HVD.001.08 Deed: Sale of land from Daniel Dwinel to Jonathan Bridges 1795 Jan 14 

HVD.001.09 Deed: Sale of land from Phinehas Nutting to John Robbins and Jonathan 
Bridges 1795 Mar 25 

HVD.3102 Book of Records  

Includes church covenants from 1797, 1801, 1814, 1831; deeds; 
records of donations received and given; and listing of Harvard leaders  

1797-1908 

HVD.001.10 Deed: Sale of land from Jeremiah Willard to Aaron Jewett 1801 May 1 

HVD.001.11 Mortgage deed: George Lawrence to Pliny Blanchard 1826 Nov 21 

HVD.001.12 Notebook, pages signed by Thomas Hammond; title on volume: Reliable  1853 

http://www.thetrustees.org/
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Series II. Financial Records 
Dates: 1791-1903 
Containers: HVD 1, MS 1 

HVD.3103 Journal and Manifest Record 

Includes consecrations made by incoming members and settlements 
with withdrawing members 

1791-1806 

HVD.3104 Account book kept by Aaron Jewett and Seth Babbitts 1799-1851 

HVD.3105 Account book kept by Thomas Hammond; title on volume: Daybook 1825-1836 

HVD.3106 Account book; title on volume: Purchase 

Includes 2 loose accounting pages from 1864 & 1865 

1837-1857, 
1864-1865 

HVD.3107 Record book of herb sales to various commercial companies; title on 
volume: Journal 

1879-1888 

HVD.002.01 Receipt: Rental of pasture by F. L. Avery, witnessed by Bliss J. Goss and 
Annie L. Walker 1903 Nov 1 

 

Series III. Membership Records 
Dates: 1791-1918 
Containers: HVD 6 

 HVD.3108 Membership List recorded by Thomas Hammond 

Includes names of most individuals that lived in the Harvard Society 
between 1791 and March 1835. Death dates continue after 1835 in a 
separate hand.  

Transcript of item is available (1.2) 

1791-1918 

 See also Harvard, Series I: Book of Records, 1797-1908  
 See also Harvard, Series II: Journal and Manifest Record, 1791-1806 

  

  

http://www.thetrustees.org/
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Series IV. Correspondence 
Dates: 1848-1908 
Containers: HVD 1, HVD 3, MS 1 

HVD.003.01 Nancy Orsment to Lucinda Blanchard 1848 Oct 16 

HVD.003.02 Catherine Walker to Brother Jefferson 1848 Oct 25 

HVD.3109 Volume of letters copied by Thomas Hammond 

Includes 2 letters from Giles Avery discussing the pre-existence of 
Christ. Other correspondents include Daniel Mosley, David Darrow, 
Anna Dodgson, William Leonard, and Joshua H. Bussell 

1853-1856 

HVD.003.03 Transcript of letter: “A request from the Harvard Shakers to the 
Government for exemption from bearing arms at the time of the war 
1862,” signed by William Leonard 

 
 

1862 Aug 19 

HVD.3110 Volume of copied letters  

Includes letter written in 1862 by James Prescott to William Leonard 
describing the troubles at Pleasant Hill (KY) during the Civil War, as 
well as letters to and from Jeremiah Hacker 

1862-1864 

HVD.003.04 Elizabeth E. Grover to Gertrude 1904 Dec 30 

HVD.003.05 Elizabeth E. Grover to Gertrude and Henry 1908 Oct 5 

See also Mount Lebanon, Series IV: letters from Lottie Tremper, Josephine Jilson, and Laura Beal 

 

Series V. Diaries and Journals 
Dates: 1820-1911 
Containers: HVD 1, HVD 2, HVD 3, HVD 6 

HVD.3111 3 daybooks kept by Joseph Hammond 

Note found inside the first volume: “The entry in this journal for 
September 16, 1820, is the earliest known reference to the sale of 
herbs by the Harvard Shakers.” 

1820-1826 

HVD.3112 Harvard Church Family journal/daybook; title on volume: General Journal 

Restricted access until Sept. 2026 

1828-1838 

http://www.thetrustees.org/
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Harvard (MA), Series V continued 

HVD.3113 A Journal kept by Augustus H. Grosvenor on the Church farm in Harvard 1838-1841 

HVD.3114 Harvard Church Family daybook; title on volume: Harvard Shaker MS. Nov. 
1840-June 1843 

 

1840-1843 

HVD.3115 Harvard Church Family daybook; title on volume: Journal No. 2  1843-1845 

HVD.3116 Shaker journal 

Includes entry on visit from Charles Lane  

1843-1848 

HVD.3117 Harvard Church Family daybook; title on volume: Harvard Shaker MS. July 
1845-Sept. 1847 

 

1845-1847 

HVD.3118 Sisters’ journal.  1845-1852 

HVD.3119 Daybook kept by Elisha Myrick and others; title on volume: Journal  1848-1876 

HVD.3120 Daybook kept for the Use & Convenience of the Herb Department by Elisha 
Myrick 

 
1849-1852 

HVD.3121 A Journal of the Domestic Work Performed by the Sisters; In the Church at 
Harvard Mass. Kept by the Deaconesses. Book No. 4 

Restricted access until Sept. 2026 

 
1853-1867 

HVD.3122 Eliza Babbit journal – Office Sister journal 1855-1857 

HVD.3123 Shaker journal, 1 volume containing 2 journals 

First part kept by Alfred Collier from 1859 to 1861; second part kept by 
Susan Channel from 1872 to 1880 

1859-1880 

HVD.3124 Shaker journal, 1 volume containing 2 journals 

First part is record of correspondence dating from 1860 to 1867, as 
well as clippings. Second part is daily record kept by Olive Chandler, 
1882 to 1884 

1860-1884 

HVD.3125 Diary kept by Olive Chandler 1863-1873 

http://www.thetrustees.org/
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Harvard (MA), Series V continued 
HVD.3126 Diary of Elder Grove Blanchard.  1864 

HVD.3127 Diary of Elder Grove Blanchard.  1866-1867 

HVD.3128 Diary of John Whiteley, 1 of 3 volumes 1867-1869 

HVD.3129 Diary of John Whiteley, 2 of 3 volumes 1867-1869 

HVD.3130 Diary of John Whiteley, 3 of 3 volumes 1867-1869 

HVD.3131 Journal of the domestic work of the sisters in the Church Family 1867-1876 

HVD.3132 A Theological Epistle addressed to Elder Giles B. Avery of N.Y. by Elder 
William Leonard [of] Harvard, Mass. 

 
1870 

HVD.3134 A Diary of Events Kept by the Elder Sisters Commencing in the year 1875 
On the 25th of April 

1875-1880 

HVD.3133 Shaker journal, 1 volume containing 2 journals 

First part of journal kept by Maria Foster. After Foster’s death in 1897, 
Annie L. Walker kept the journal until her death in 1911 

1893-1911 

 See also Harvard, Series II: Journal and Manifest Record, 1791-1806 
 See also Shirley, Series V: Diary of John Whiteley, 1881, 1882, 1883 

 

Series VI. Testimonies & Biographies 

No materials for Harvard (MA) 
 

Series VII. Addresses, Sermons, Essays, and Other Writings  
Dates: 1825-1874 
Containers: HVD 2, HVD 3 

HVD.3135 Miscellaneous collection of anecdotes, letters, poems 1825-1838 

HVD.3136 Sermons and discourses given at the Harvard community delivered by 
Benjamin S. Youngs and others 

Also includes spirit communications from Henry Hanson, William 
Couper, Annie Hanson, and Henry Clay, as well as a few poems 

 
1827-1852 

  

http://www.thetrustees.org/
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Harvard (MA), Series V continued 

HVD.3137 Volume of poems, visions, letters, natal day memorials, etc. 

The bulk were written or copied by Olive Chandler, with other 
contributors are noted.  

1836-1847; 
1884-1885 

HVD.3138 Volume of lines written for various events by several different individuals 1844-1855 

HVD.3139 Volume of writing kept by Eunice Bathrick 

Includes poem reflecting on Mother Ruth's funeral at Mount Lebanon 
on June 2, 1850, and a spirit message from Mother Ann 

1850-1854 

HVD.3140 Copied from Volumes 2 and 3 of Hollister's Book of Remembrances by 
Eunice Bathrick 

Handwritten on inside cover of volume: “Copied for Elder John 
Cloutman by Eunice Bathrick” 

 
1874 

HVD.3141 Handbound volume of 19th century essays regarding values and 
expectations for children 

 
undated 

 

Series VIII. Inspired Writings 
Dates: 1840-1853 
Containers: HVD 2, MS 1 

HVD.3142 Volume mainly containing spirit messages, including a lengthy passage of 
spirit messages from Socrates and others, some from Native Americans 

Title inside volume: Nancy Orsment’s book 1846 

 
1840-1853 

HVD.004.01 Notebook of inspired messages to Sister Eunice Wilds from Polly 
Lawrence, Abijah Worcester, and others 

 
1841 

HVD.004.02 Sheets of inspired messages from Mother Ann Lee, Catherine the Great, 
and more 

Instruments include Sophia Foster, Elder Grove, among others. 

 
1842 

See also Harvard, Series VII: Sermons and discourses…delivered by Benjamin S. Youngs, 1827-1852 
See also Harvard, Series VII: Volume of lines written for various events…, 1844-1855 
See also Harvard, Series VII: Volume of writing kept by Eunice Bathrick, 1850-1854 
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Series IX. Music  
Dates: 1820-1886 
Containers: HVD 2, HVD 3  

HVD.3143 Volume of Shaker music 

First entry: “A Hymn of Praise” 

1820s-1830s 

HVD.3144 Moses Tenney's Notebook 1833 

HVD.3145 Book 9th of Thomas Hammond 

Restricted access until Sept. 2026 

First 75 pages contain words and music for Shaker songs; remaining 
pages consist of excerpts from periodicals copied out by Hammond 

1834-1859 

HVD. 3146 Volume of Shaker music 

Handwritten on inside cover: “I began this book Dec. 6” 

1835-1841  

HVD.3147 Volume of Shaker music 

First entry: “Holy Temple” 

1835-1852 

HVD.3148 Volume of Shaker music 

First entry: “Now We’re Ready for Our March  

1840-1844 

HVD.3149 Volume of Shaker music compiled by Catherine Hall 1840s-1860s 

HVD.3150 Volume of Shaker music compiled by Mary McGooden 

Written on inside cover: “O Sang onto the Lord” 

1840s-1860s 

HVD.3151 Volume of Shaker music 

First entry: “Shining Band" 

1841-1843 

HVD.3152 Volume of Shaker music  

First entry: "Sayings of Blessed Mother Ann”  

1841-1844 

HVD.3153 Volume of Shaker music compiled by Betsey Martha Hall 1841-1851 

HVD.3154 Volume of Shaker music 

First entry: "Voyage of Mother Ann Lee”  

1844-1860 
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Harvard (MA), Series IX continued 

HVD.3155 A collection of various kinds of songs given for the use of Mother's 
Children, compiled and written by Betsey M. Hall 

 
1845-1858 

HVD.3156 A collection of songs, hymns, and anthems, compiled by Maria Foster  1845 

HVD.3157 Volume of Shaker music 

First entry: “Harvest Reward” 

1847-1868 

HVD.3158 Volume of Shaker music 

First entry: "Hour of Prayer" 

1850-1857 

HVD.3159 Hymns & Anthems 

Title page inscription: “Presented by Margaret McGooden to Olive F. 
Chandler as a keepsake just before she departed.” Inside cover 
inscription: “Presented to Brother Lorenzo Prouty by his friend and 
sister Olive F. Chandler” 

1851-1880 

HVD.3160 Volume of Shaker music 

First entry: "Invocation and Retrospection” 

1851-1874 

HVD.3161 Volume of Shaker hymns compiled by Nancy Fairbanks 1852-1856 

HVD.3162 Volume of Shaker music compiled by Newcomb Green and Margaret 
McGooden 

 

1855 Mar 

HVD.3163 Volume of Shaker music compiled by Margaret McGooden 

Copy of HVD.3162 (Green & McGooden) with 2 songs added 

1855-Jun-30 

HVD.3164 Volume of Shaker music 

First entry: “Beam of Glory” 

1856-1868 

HVD.3165 Hymns 

First entry: "Only Just Across the River" 

1860-1865 

HVD.3166 Volume of Shaker hymns 

First entry: “Oh Blessed Savior” 

1862-1886 
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Series X. Poetry  
Dates: Undated  
Containers: MS 1 

HVD.005.01 Acrostic poem spelling out “Annie Lucy Walker” with Christmas 
message addressed to “Dearest sister.” 

 

undated 

 See also Harvard, Series XIII: A Selection of Poetry, 1854-1865 

 

Series XI. Recipes and Prescriptions 
Dates: 1822-1840 
Containers: HVD 5  

HVD.3167 Book of recipes 

Includes instructions for making and preserving butter, weaving 
apparel for the Sisters, and recipes for making shaving soap 

Transcript of this item is available (1.6) 

1822-1842 

HVD.3168 Book of recipes 

Also includes journal entries, weaving drafts, and instructions titled, 
“Division in the Kitchen Work” 

Transcript of this item is available (1.4) 

1830-1840 

 

Series XII. School Books and Instructional Texts 
Dates: 1859-1862 
Containers: HVD 5 

HVD.3169 Book of religious information by George W. Manchester for David Allison 

Produced by the Harvard North Family. 36 pages 

1859-1862 
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Series XIII. Scrapbooks  
Dates: 1854-1868 
Containers: HVD 5  

HVD.3170 A Selection of Poetry. Interesting anecdotes and items of Various Kinds. 
Ancient and Modern Laws and Customs. Accounts of Natural Curiosities. 
Etc. compiled by Eunice Bathrick 

Restricted access until Sept. 2026 

 
 

1854-1865 

HVD.3171 Scrapbook of clippings compiled by Thomas Hammond 1866-1868 

 See also Harvard, Series IX: Book 9th of Thomas Hammond, 1834-1859 

 

Series XIV. Miscellaneous 
Dates: 1801-1854  
Containers: HVD 5 

HVD.3173 Bible once belonging to Eunice Wilds, printed by Dawson, Bensley & 
Cooke, Oxford, England 

Fragile: access restricted 

“Harvard Shaker/Trustee” stamped in red on front endpaper. 
Stamped in black on the following page: “Eunice Wilds,/Her 
Bible,/I was born,/October, 11,/1772,” 

 
1801 

HVD.3172 An Herbarium Consisting of Specimens of some of the most Prominent 
Medical Plants... Created by Elisha Myrick 

Fragile: access restricted 

Access copy is available 

 

1854 
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MASSACHUSETTS: Shirley 
Linear feet: 4.7 
Scope & Content: The Shirley (MA) materials span the years 1790 to 1899. The contents are organized 

chronologically within the series arrangement established by the Western Reserve Historical 
Society (see page 5). Series VI, Testimonies and Biographies, does not contain any items. 

 

Series I. Covenants, Laws, and Legal and Land Records 
Dates: 1793 
Containers: MS 1 

SHY.001.01 Typed transcript of the Covenant of the Church of the United Society in 
Shirley 

With envelope labeled, “Original Shaker Covenant” 

1793 

 

Series II. Financial Records 
Dates: 1790-1908 
Containers: SHY 1, SHY 3, MS 1 

SHY.3201 Account book kept by Elijah Wilds 1790-1840 

SHY.002.01 Account book: Asa Brocklebank’s Daybook 1805-1807 

SHY.3202 Account book  

Many accounts relate to shoe and leather industries 

1809-1850 

SHY.3203 Account book: Oliver Burt’s Garden Seed Book 1810-1823 

SHY.3204 Account book 

Inscribed by Clara Endicott Sears. Includes the names of Church 
members from 1793-1800 

1815-1835 

SHY.3205 Account book 1826-1833 

SHY.3206 Account book kept by John Whiteley while in Shirley 1886-1901 

SHY.3207 Account book 1903-1908 

 See also Shirley, Series III: Meals and Lodging Record, 1858-1891 
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Series III. Membership Records 
Dates: 1858-1891 
Containers: SHY 1  

SHY.3208 Meals and lodging records of the Shirley community 1858-1891 

 See also Shirley, Series II: Account Book, 1815-1835 

  

Series IV. Correspondence 
Dates: 1868-1899 
Containers: MS 1  

SHY.003.01 2 unaddressed notes from Rosie Morse 1868 Sept 6, 
1868 Sept 20 

SHY.003.02 Olive Chandler to Sister Susan Kendall 1873 

SHY.003.03 Rose Morse to “My dear & precious child”  1877 Nov 17 

SHY.003.04 Rose Morse to Susie 1879 Jan 26 

SHY.003.05 Olive F. Chandler to Elizabeth Kerley 1881 Aug 28 

SHY.003.06 John Whiteley to Susan Jones 

Restricted access until Sept. 2026 

Letterhead: “John Whiteley, manufacturer of Shaker brooms…” 
Includes envelope printed with similar design 

1899 Feb 11 

 

Series V. Diaries and Journals  
Dates: 1843-1899 
Containers: SHY 1, SHY 2  

SHY.3209 Church journal 

Written inside volume: “To be kept for the purpose of briefly recording 
an account of the meetings, the gifts of inspiration, and the various 
operations of the spiritual work of God, in the Church of Shirley."  

Transcript of this item is available (6.2) 

1843-1860 

SHY.3210 Church Family daybook kept by Samuel Augustus Burns  1859-1862 
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Shirley (MA), Series V continued 

SHY.3211 Church Family daybook kept by Samuel Augustus Burns 1863-1869 

SHY.3212 Journal 

First section records purchases and sales between 1865-1875; 
journal entries begin on page 6  

1865-1881 

SHY.3213 Church Family daybook kept by Mary O. Elston 1870-1873 

SHY.3214 Diary of John Whiteley.  

Includes loose page with entries for January 7th and 8th, 1872 

1872, 1881 

SHY.3215 Diary of John Whiteley 1882 

SHY.3216 Daybook and Sisters' journal 1882-1894 

SHY.3217 Diary of John Whiteley 1883 

SHY.3218 Diary of John Whiteley 1884 

SHY.3219 Diary of John Whiteley 1885 

SHY.3220 Diary of John Whiteley 1886 

SHY.3221 Diary of John Whiteley 1887 

SHY.3222 Diary of John Whiteley 1888 

SHY.3223 Diary of John Whiteley 1895 

SHY.3224 Diary of John Whiteley 1899 

 

Series VI. Testimonies & Biographies 

No materials for Shirley (MA) 
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Series VII. Addresses, Sermons, Essays, and Other Writings 
Dates: 1869-1877 
Containers: SHY 2  

SHY.3225 A book containing some miserable compositions written by Mary Rosie 
Morse 

 
1869-1877 

 

Series VIII. Inspired Writings  
Dates: 1842 
Containers: MS 1  

SHY.004.01 Handbound notebook containing words of inspiration 

Messages received by multiple instruments, including Sophia Foster, 
Ann Godfrey, and William Weatherbee. 

1842 

See also Shirley, Series V: Church Journal, 1843-1860  

 

Series IX. Music 
Dates: 1845-1899 
Containers: SHY 2 

SHY.3226 Volume of Shaker music compiled by Susan Wentworth 1845-1877 

SHY.3227 Volume of Shaker music 

First entry: "A song of Prayer and Praise" 

1851-1858 

SHY.3228 Volume of Shaker hymns compiled by Mary Rose Morse 

Includes inscription by Clara Endicott Sears regarding provenance 

1865-1869 

SHY.3229 Volume of Shaker music compiled by Mary Rose Morse and Susan J. 
Wentworth 

 
1876-1899 
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Series X. Poetry 
Dates: 1874-1880 
Containers: SHY 1, MS 1 

SHY.3230 Volume of poetry written by Mary Rose Morse 

Frontispiece hand painted with “Louisa” and dated 1880 

1874-1880 

SHY.005.01 Poem by Mary Rosie Morse: "To Our Brother” 1876 

SHY.005.02 Two poems, authors unidentified: “A Word to the Little Sisters” and “The 
Two Ways” 

undated 

 See also Shirley, Series VII: A book containing some miserable compositions…, 1869-1877 

 

Series XI. Recipes and Prescriptions 
Dates: 1840-1850 
Containers: SHY 2 

SHY.3231 Recipe Book: Old Receipt Book  

Restricted access until Sept. 2026 

1840-1850 
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CONNECTICUT: Enfield 
Linear feet: < 0.25 
Scope & Content: The Enfield (CT) materials date to the 1800s. Materials are organized following the series 
arrangement established by the Western Reserve Historical Society (see page 5). Within each series, items are 
organized chronologically. Empty series are not shown. ECT.002.01, The Relation of Anna Perry, was part of the 
Shaker Manuscript Collection when Fruitlands Museum joined The Trustees in 2016. However, researchers have 
raised questions in recent years about whether this is truly a Shaker Testimony or whether it might rather be a 
testimony that was found in Shaker possession. 

 

Series I. Covenants, Laws, and Legal and Land Records    
Dates: 1846 
Containers: MS 1 

ECT.001.01 Membership covenant signed by Margaret Brooks and Joshua Allen 1846 

   

Series VI. Testimonies and Biographies  
Dates: 1800s 
Containers: MS 1  

ECT.002.01 The Relation of Anna Perry undated 
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MAINE: Alfred 
Linear feet: < 0.25 
Scope & Content: The Alfred (ME) materials span the years 1835 to 1848. Materials are organized following the 

series arrangement established by the Western Reserve Historical Society (see page 5). Within 
each series, items are organized chronologically. Empty series are not shown. 

Series II. Financial Records   
Dates: 1835-1848 
Containers: MS 1       

AFD.001.01 Letter from Joseph S. Montero to E. Goodrich confirming delivery of 
strings 

 
1835 May 11 

AFD.001.02 Order for corn brooms from Moses Paul of Cocheco Manufacturing Co. to 
Nathan Freeman 

 
1836 Sept 14 

AFD.001.03 Letter from Alfred H. Cook to Nathan Freeman regarding pricing and sale 
of broom brush 

 
1842 Apr 18 

AFD.001.04 Letter from W & E Griffin to Deacon Freeman regarding the pick-up date 
for an order 

 
1844 Dec 2 

AFD.001.05 Order of goods from W. Hayes to the Shakers Society 1845 Jul 2 

AFD.001.06 Receipt of payment notice from Eaton [& Bros.] to Nathan Freeman 1848 Nov 7 

 

MAINE: Sabbathday Lake 
Linear feet: < 0.25 
Scope & Content: The Sabbathday Lake (ME) materials consist of 8 letters written by Shaker Prudence A. Stickney 

(1860-1950). Materials are organized following the series arrangement established by the 
Western Reserve Historical Society (see page 5). Within each series, items are organized 
chronologically. Empty series are not shown. 

 

Series IV. Correspondence 
Dates: 1932-1933 
Containers: MS 1   

SAL.001.01 8 letters from Prudence A. Stickney to unidentified recipients 1932-1933, 
undated 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE: Canterbury 
Linear feet: < 0.25 
Scope & Content: The Canterbury (NH) materials consist of 2 letters from Florence E. Phelps (1879-?) to 

Fruitlands Museum founder, Clara Endicott Sears (1863-1960). The letters were written in 1929, 
7 years after Phelps left the Shakers. Accompanying the letters are an “intended inscription” for 
a Shaker monument, as well as a copy of one of Phelps’ poems. Materials are organized 
following the series arrangement established by the Western Reserve Historical Society (see 
page 5). Within each series, items are organized chronologically. Empty series are not shown. 

Series IV. Correspondence 
Dates: 1929 
Containers: MS 1  

CBY.001.01 2 letters from Florence E. Phelps to Clara Endicott Sears 1929 Jul 29, 
1929 Jul 31 

 

NEW HAMPSHIRE: ENFIELD 
Linear feet: 0.3 
Scope & Content: The Enfield (NH) materials span the years 1833 to 1850. Materials are organized following the 

series arrangement established by the Western Reserve Historical Society (see page 5). Within 
each series, items are organized chronologically. Empty series are not shown. 

 

Series IV. Correspondence 
Dates: 1845-1850 
Containers: NH 1  

ENH.4301 A collection of documents, and copies of letters, &c. composed by the 
writer, J.H. E. 

 

1845-1850 
 

Series IX. Music  
Dates: 1833-1839 
Containers: NH 1 

ENH.4302 Volume of Shaker music 

Fragile: access restricted 

First entry: “Union Band” 

1833-1844 

ENH.4303 A Collection of Hymns and Songs for the Use of Believers, compiled by 
Sarah Elkins 

 

1838-1839 
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NEW YORK: Canaan 
Linear feet: < 0.25 
Scope & Content: The Canaan (NY) materials date from 1846 to 1874. Materials are organized following the series 

arrangement established by the Western Reserve Historical Society (see page 5). Within each 
series, items are organized chronologically. Empty series are not shown. 

 

Series IX. Music  
Dates: 1846-1874 
Containers: NY 1 

CAN.5301 A Collection of Spiritual Songs used by Believers in Christ's Second 
Appearing compiled by Mary Ann Patterson  

 

1846 

CAN.5302 Hymns of Believers compiled by Mariette Moore  

Fragile: access restricted 

1868-1874 

 

NEW YORK: Mount Lebanon 
Linear feet: 0.3 
Scope & Content: The Mount Lebanon (NY) materials date from 1788 to 1922. Materials are organized following 

the series arrangement established by the Western Reserve Historical Society (see page 5). 
Within each series, items are organized chronologically. Empty series are not shown. 

 

Series I. Covenants, Laws, and Legal and Land Records 
Dates: 1860 
Containers: NY 1  

MTL.5101 The Millennial Laws of 1860 with penciled revisions 

Likely used by the Harvard-Shirley Bishopric 

1860 

 See also Mount Lebanon, Series VII: Document pertaining to…, 1788 

 

Series II. Financial Records 
Dates: 1872-1894.  
Containers: NY 1 

MTL.5102 Account book of work performed by the Sisters in the Church  

Kept by Anna Dodgson 

1872-1894 
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Mount Lebanon (NY) continued 

Series IV. Correspondence 
Dates: 1853-1922 
Containers: MS 1 

MTL.002.01 Typed copy of letter from Mary Ann Mantle to Susan Kendall 1853 

MTL.001.01 20 letters from M. Catherine Allen to Clara Endicott Sears 1918-1921, 
undated 

MTL.002.02 M. Catherine Allen to Gertrude Sanderson, with envelope 1919 Apr 25 

MTL.002.03 Laura [Beal] to Miss Sanderson, with envelope 

Restricted access until Sept. 2026 

1919 Dec 29 

MTL.002.04 Mrs. George M. Gillette [Lottie Tremper] to Gertrude F. Sanderson, with 
envelope 

 
1920 Jan 7 

MTL.002.05 M. Catherine Allen to the Misses Sanderson, with envelope 

Restricted access until Sept. 2026 

Date from postmark stamp; date written on letter is 1919 

1920 Jan 28 

MTL.003.01 10 letters from Josephine Jilson to Clara Endicott Sears 1921-1922, 
undated 

MTL.002.06 Sister Ada to Gertrude F. Sanderson, with envelope 

Restricted access until Sept. 2026 

1922 Jan 19 

MTL.002.07 Sarah Burger to Clara Endicott Sears regarding the passing of M. 
Catherine Allen 

 

1922 Jul 17 
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Mount Lebanon (NY) continued 

Series VII. Addresses, Sermons, Essays, and Other Writings 
Dates: 1788 
Containers: NY 1  

MTL.004.01 Covenant of the Church of Christ in New Lebanon relating to the 
profession and use of a joint interest 

1788 

See also Mount Lebanon, Series I: The Millennial Laws of 1860 

 

Series VIII. Inspired Writings 
See Mount Lebanon, Series IV: Typed copy of a letter from Mary Ann Mantle…, 1853 

 

NEW YORK: Watervliet 
Linear feet: < 0.25 
Scope & Content: The Watervliet (NY) materials date to the 1820s. Materials are organized following the series 
arrangement established by the Western Reserve Historical Society (see page 5). Within each series, items are 
organized chronologically. Empty series are not shown. 

 

Series IV. Correspondence 
Dates: 1824-1827 
Containers: MS 1  

WVL.001.01 Thomas Brown to Jedidiah Morse 1824 Feb 19  

WVL.001.02 Seth Wells to Grove Blanchard 1827 Mar 29  
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UNKNOWN 
Linear feet: 1.5 
Scope & Content: Materials for which an originating community has not been determined have been grouped 
together. The items date from 1806 through the 1860s. Materials are organized following the series arrangement 
established by the Western Reserve Historical Society (see page 5). Within each series, items are organized 
chronologically. Empty series are not shown. 

 

Series VII. Addresses, Sermons, Essays, and Other Writings 
Dates: 1806-1844 
Containers: UNK 2, MS 1 

UNK.6101 Handwritten copy of the New Testament Gospels, along with a passage 
from Deuteronomy that justifies the copying 

 

1806, 1844 

UNK.001.01 Handwritten copy of scripture, “He Careth for You,” from Pet. 5:7 undated 

 

Series IX. Music 
Dates: 1863-1864 
Containers: UNK 1 

UNK.6102 Volume of Shaker music compiled by Lane H. Gregor 1863-1864 

 
 See also Unknown, Series XIII: Volume of News Clippings and Music, 1850s-1660s 

 

Series XIII. Scrapbooks 
Dates: 1850s-1860s 
Containers: UNK 1  

UNK.6103 Volume of news clippings and music 

Restricted access until Sept. 2026 

Conservation work needed 

1850s-1860s 
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