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Guide to the Ashley House Research Collection 
 
By Madison Mark  
Published: January 2025 

 

Abstract: 
The Ashley House Research Collection contains reports about the history of the Ashley family and 
the Ashley House, as well as research material used to create these reports. The first report, “A 
History of the Ashley House,” was written by Gerard Chapman in 1975. Chapman's report focuses 
on the history of the Ashley House, including its major move and renovation in the mid-20th 
century. The second report, “The Ashleys: A Pioneer Berkshire Family,” was written by Arthur 
Chase. This report focuses largely on the Ashley Family and their connections to the town of 
Sheffield and the American Revolutionary War. Additionally, the Research Collection contains a 
report done by Myron O. Stachiw titled “John Ashley and His Web of Commerce,” published in 
2003. Later that same year, Stachiw and Thomas Paske conducted a Historic Structure Report 
that detailed changes to the house and property over time. The Historic Structure Report has two 
volumes. Volume I includes a spreadsheet that documents the transfer of ownership of property 
between 1732 and 1972. Copies of the deeds used to create this spreadsheet can be found in the 
collection following the reports. Volume II of the Historic Structure Report contains appendices 
and figures.  

 

Custodial History:  
The deeds, Historic Structure Report, and “John Ashley and His Web of Commerce” by Myron O. 
Stachiw were part of a Scholar in Residence program at The Trustees in 2003. The other reports by 
Gerard Chapman and Arthur Chase were written in 1975 and 1980 respectively; internal 
correspondence indicates they were written for The Trustees.  

 

Arrangement of Deeds: 
The Ashley House Research Collection deeds and mortgages are arranged by grantor and grantee. 
Deeds or mortgages where the grantor is Capt. John Ashley, Col. John Ashley, or Gen. John Ashley 
are arranged chronologically by the individual, followed by deeds. or mortgages where the grantee 
is Capt. John Ashley, Col. John Ashley, or Gen. John Ashley. 
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Example: 

Capt. John Ashley I
  

 1736-1738 

 Deed: John Ashley to Ezekiel Ashley  
Col. John Ashley II 
(John Ashley, Esq.) 

 
1792-1801 

 Deed: John Ashley, Esq. Stephen Stephens  
 
Any deeds or mortgages with other grantors and grantees, including relatives of the Ashley Family 
and later owners of the Ashley House, are arranged chronologically at the end of the series. 

All deeds are listed chronologically in the inventory but are housed in their original order. 
 

Collection Inventory  

Reports re: the Ashley House 
Title Author Date 

A History of The Colonel Ashley House Chapman, Gerard 1975 

The Ashleys: A Pioneer Berkshire Family Chase, Arthur 1981 

John Ashley and His Web of Commerce Stachiw, Myron O. 2003-Feb 
Historic Structure Report 

• Volume I 
• Volume II – Appendices 
• Appendix VI: Finishes Analysis & 

Investigation 

Stachiw, Myron O. and 
Thomas Paske 

2003-May 

 

 Deeds and Mortgages   
Key   

 
• Capt. John Ashley is also listed as John Ashley, and John Ashley I (1669-1759) 
• Col. John Ashley is also listed as John Ashley, Esq. and John Ashley II (1709-1802) 
• Gen. John Ashley III is also listed as John Ashley, and John Ashley Jr. (1736-1799) 

 
Grantor  Date Range 

Capt. John Ashley I         1732-1738 
 Deed: John Ashley to Ezekiel Ashley  
 Deed: John Ashley to Ezekiel Ashley  
 Deed: Capt. John Ashley to Col. John Ashley  
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 Deeds and Mortgages (continued)  
Grantor  Date Range 
Col. John Ashley II 
(John Ashley, Esq.) 

    1765-1784 

 Deed: John Ashley to Joab Austin      
 Deed: John Ashley, Esq. to Jonah Galushin  
 Deed: John Ashley to Aaron Root  
 Deed: John Ashley to Samuel Churchel  

 
Deed: John Ashley (of Westfield) to John Ashley 

(Gentleman of Sheffield)  
 Deed: John Ashley to Phinehas Loomis  

 Deed: John Ashley, Esq. to Joseph Taylor  
Col. John Ashley II 
(John Ashley, Esq.) 

 1792-1801 

 Deed: John Ashley, Esq. Stephen Stephens  
 Deed: John Ashley, Jr., Esq. to John Fellows  
 Deed: John Ashley, Esq. to Cornelius Whitney  
 Deed: John Ashley, Esq. to John Fellows, Jr.  
 Deed: John Ashley, Esq. to John Ashley, Jr., Esq.  
 Deed: John Ashley, Esq. to Jacob Austin  
 Deed: John Ashley, Esq. to Asa Sparks  
Col. John Ashley II 
(John Ashley, Esq.) 

 1825 

 Deed: John Ashley, Esq. (adm. Robert Barnard) to Wyllys 
Bartholomew 

 

 Deed: Samuel Dibble to Wyllys Bartholomew  
 Deed: John Ashley, Esq. (adm. Robert Barnard) to Samuel 

Dibble 
 

Gen. John Ashley III  1785-1799 
 Deed: John Ashley, Jr. to William Sheldon  
 Deed: John Ashley, Jr. to William Nelson  
 Deed: John Ashley, Jr. to Elisha Sheldon and Sarah 

Sheldon 
 

 Deed: John Ashley, Jr. to Philo Nichols  
 Deed: John Ashley, Jr. to Jeremiah Hogeboom  
Gen. John Ashley III  1802-1833 
 Deed: John Ashley, Jr. to Jonathan Curtis  
 Deed: John Ashley, Jr. to Festus Ray  
 Deed: John Ashley, Jr. to William Ashley  

 Deed: John Ashley and Martha Ashley to Wyllys 
Bartholomew  
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 Deeds and Mortgages (continued)  
Grantee  Date Range 

Capt. John Ashley I  1732-1753 
 Deed: [Coenradse?] Burghardt to John Ashley  
 Deed: Ezekiel Ashley to John Ashley  
 Deed: Ezekiel Ashley to John Ashley  
 Deed: Israel Lawton to John Ashley  
 Deed: Ebenezer Trumble to John Ashley  
Col. John Ashley II 
(John Ashley, Esq.) 

 1735-1772 

 Deed: David Whitney to John Ashley, Esq.  
 Deed: Ezra Fellows et al. to John Ashley, Esq.  
 Deed: Charles Burrall to John Ashley  

 Deed: Ezra Hickok, Jr. to John Ashley, Esq.  
 Deed: Joab Austin to John Ashley, Esq.  

Col. John Ashley II 
(John Ashley, Esq.) 

 1774-1781 

 Deed: Alexander Gunn to John Ashley, Esq.  
 Deed: James Smith to John Ashley, Esq.  
 Deed: Cotton Fletcher to John Ashley, Esq.  
 Deed: Constantine Noble to John Ashley, Esq.  
 Deed: Jared Eliot to John Ashley, Esq.  
 Deed: Elisha Williams to John Ashley, Esq.  

 Deed: John Hubble to John Ashley, Esq.  
Col. John Ashley II 
(John Ashley, Esq.) 

 1785-1793 

 Deed: Ezra Fellows to John Ashley, Esq.  
 Deed: Soloman Steele et al. to John Ashley, Esq.  
 Deed: Israel Taylor et al. to John Ashley, Esq.  
 Deed: David Keyes et al. to John Ashley, Esq.  

 Deed: Eleazer Scott, Jr. et al. to John Ashley, Esq.  
 Deed: Joseph Taylor et al. to John Ashley, Esq.  
 Deed: Nathanial Lee and Sarah Lee to John Ashley, Esq.  
 Deed: William Day to John Ashley, Esq.  
 Deed: Ebenezer Smith to John Ashley, Gentleman  
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 Deeds and Mortgages (continued)  
Grantee  Date Range 

Gen. John Ashley III  1765-1785 
 Deed: John Pell to John Ashley  
 Deed: James Adams to John Ashley, Esq.  
 Deed: Issac van Deuse to John Ashley  
 Deed: David Church to John Ashley  
 Deed: David Ingersoll to John Ashley  
 Deed: Jonas Galusha to John Ashley  
 Deed: Daniel Matthews, Jr. to John Ashley, Jr.  
 Deed: William Sheldon to John Ashley, Jr.  
Gen. John Ashley III  1793-1799 
 Deed: Dan Raymond to John Ashley, Jr., Esq.  

 Deed: Ebenezer Smith to John Ashley  
 Deed: Daniel Matthews, Jr. to John Ashley, Jr.  

Other Grantors / 
Grantees 

 1823-1837 

 Deed: John Hillyer to William Ashley 1823 
 Deed: Jane Ashley to Wyllys Bartholomew  1828 
 Deed: Louisa Ashley (inherited from father) to Wyllys 

Bartholomew  
1830 

 Deed: William and Eliza Winship to Wyllys Bartholomew  1830 
 Deed: Robert and Louisa Ashley to Wyllys Bartholomew 1830 

 Deed: John E. Laffargue to Wyllys Bartholomew  1831 
 Deed: Robert Ashley to Wyllys Bartholomew  1832 
 Deed: Wyllys Bartholomew to William Ashley  1833 
 Deed: Wiliam Ashley to Wyllys Bartholomew 1833 
 Deed: Wyllys Bartholomew to Hiram Bartholomew  1837 

Other Grantors / 
Grantees 

 1848-1882 

 Deed: Andrew Bartholomew et al. to John M. Bartholomew 1848 
 Deed: Hiram Bartholomew to George F. Bartholomew 1852 
 Deed: Hiram Bartholomew and Betsey Bartholomew to 

Manley H. Wickwire  
1869 

 Deed: Manley H. Wickwire to Hiram Bartholomew 1869 
 Deed: George F. Bartholomew to Hiram Bartholomew 1869 
 Deed: Manley H. Wickwire to Hiram Bartholomew 1877 
 Deed: George Brewer to Hiram Bartholomew 1882 
 Deed: Hiram Bartholomew to George H. Brewer 1882 
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 Deeds and Mortgages (continued)  
Other Grantors / 
Grantees 

 1923-1972 

 Deed: George Brewer and Lizzie Brewer to Edith Fuller and 
J. Clinton Roraback  

1923 

 Deed: George A. Brewer to Morris Weisberg 1923 

 Deed: J. Clinton Roraback to Morris Pollin 1923 

 Deed: Morris Pollin and Rebecca Pollin to Harry H. 
Brigham 

1924 

 Mortgage: Morris Weisberg et al. to George A. Brewer 1925 

 Deed: Morris Pollin to Harry H. Brigham 1925 

 Deed: Antonio Malnoti to Harry H. Brigham 1929 

 Deed: Charles M. Conklin to Harry H. Brigham 1945 

 Deed: Mary C. Brigham by conservator to Edward A. 
Brewer et. al. 

1945 

 Deed:  Edward A. Brewer to Col. Ashley House, Inc. 1960 

 Mortgage: Col. Ashley House, Inc. to Berkshire/ 
Housatonic Trust Co.  

1970 

 Mortgage: Col. Ashley House, Inc. to Donald Miller and 
Laurence K. Miller  

1970 

 Mortgage Discharged: Donald and Laurence Miller to Col. 
Ashley House, Inc. 

1970 

 Certificate of Vote: Re: Mortgage/ Deed Col. Ashley House, 
Inc. to Donald and Laurence Miller 

1970 

 Mortgage Discharged: Berkshire Housatonic Trust Co. to 
Col. Ashley House, Inc. 

1972 

      

 
 

 


