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ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION
PROVENANCE

The collection was assembled from multiple sources by Col. Ashley House, Inc. prior to 1972, when the
property was purchased by The Trustees.

OWNERSHIP & LITERARY RIGHTS

The Col. John Ashley House photograph collection is the physical property of The Trustees of Reservations.
Literary rights, including copyright, belong to the authors or their legal heirs and assigns. Permission must
be obtained to publish reproductions. It is standard practice to credit photographers in image citations
whenever that information is available.

PREFERRED CITATION
[Item title], [date]. Col. John Ashley House Photograph Collection, [Box #], [Folder #]. The Trustees of
Reservations, Sharon, Massachusetts.

CONDITIONS GOVERNING ACCESS AND USE
This collection is open for research. As a preservation measure, digital access to certain items may be
preferred. All materials are in English unless otherwise noted.

RELATED COLLECTIONS

More information about the Col. Ashley House, Inc. and its work can be found in the Col. John Ashley
House, Inc. Archive (AH.MS.C1). More information on the building itself and the history of the property can
be found in the Historic Structures Report (The Trustees, 2003), which is part of the Col. John Ashley House
Supplementary Research Collection (AH.TTOR.1B.C2).

SUBJECTS AND KEYWORDS
e Historic buildings
e Interior architecture
e Massachusetts—Sheffield
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COLLECTION NOTES
HISTORY OF THE ASHLEY HOUSE

Col. John Ashley (1709-1802) was one of Sheffield’s first settlers and served in various local and state
positions, including judge of the county court. After marrying Hannah Hogeboom, he built what is now
known as the Col. Ashley House in 1735. Ashley was involved in the drafting of the Sheffield Declaration of
1773, which made a statement against British tyranny and for individual rights. In 1781, two enslaved
people successfully sued Ashley for their freedom. A jury agreed that under the Massachusetts
Constitution, Bett and Brom were born free and so could not legally be owned by another person.
Following the trial, Bett changed her name to Elizabeth Freeman and took a paid job in the home of
Theodore Sedgwick, the attorney who had represented her. In 2022, a statue was unveiled in Sheffield
honoring the life and legacy of Elizabeth Freeman.

Col. John Ashley’s home was purchased by Harry and Mary Brigham in 1929; Mr. Brigham was the great-
great grandson of Col. John Ashley. In 1930, the Brighams moved the house from its original location to
Cooper Hill Road, where it sits today. They built an extension onto the back of the house and undertook
extensive restoration work on the original structure. Harry Brigham died in 1941 and in 1945, Mary sold the
property to Edward and Beulah Brewer. Edward had lived in the house during his childhood and was
pleased to see that the Brighams had retained the historic elements. As its new owners, the Brewers
began offering tours of their home and in 1958 a group of local residents met to discuss the logistics of
establishing an organization or society for the Ashley House.

On March 17, 1959, Col John Ashley House, Inc. became a recognized non-profit corporation, officially
shortening its name to Col. Ashley House, Inc. in September. The bulk of 1959 and 1960 were spent raising
awareness and soliciting funds in order to purchase the house from Edward Brewer. On November 1, 1960,
a loan of $25,000 was acquired and used to purchase the house and the organization was able to open the
Ashley House as a historic museum. However, the loan stipulated full repayment within five years, so Col.
Ashley House, Inc. spent much of its time fundraising in addition to operating a museum. The financial
challenges remained steep and in 1972, the property was sold to The Trustees of Reservations.

SCOPE & CONTENT

The Col. John Ashley House Photograph Collection contains 218 photographs that primarily document the
interior and exterior structural changes and renovations of the Col. John Ashley House in Sheffield, MA,
prior to The Trustees purchasing the property in 1972. Most of the photos were taken before 1930 and show
the house in its original location. There are also views of the house from the 1950s, as well as photos of
people across the same date range. Many of the interior photos taken pre-1930 do not show furnished
rooms and instead focus on architectural details or doorframes.

T “Collector With a Prize Landmark”, The Berkshire Eagle, September 24, 1960,
https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-berkshire-eagle-edward-brewer-and-th/158903534/
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ARRANGEMENT INFORMATION

The collection is organized into three series: Photographs Pre-Move, Photographs Post Move and
Photographs of Individuals.

Series |, Photographs Pre-Move, contains photographs taken before 1930, prior to a major renovation and
relocation of the house. The series is organized into two subseries: Interiors and Exteriors. The first
subseries, Interiors, consists of photographs of the interior of the house. These images tend to focus on
doorframes, fireplaces, and walls of the unfurnished house. The second subseries, Exteriors, consists of
photographs of house exteriors, landscapes and structures

Series Il, Photographs Post Move, contains photographs taken between 1939 and 1958, after the house
underwent major renovations and relocation. The series is organized into two subseries: Interiors and
Exteriors. The first subseries, Interiors, consists of photographs of rooms in the house, now furnished; in
contrast to Series |, the images include wide shots of the house interiors. The second subseries, Exteriors,
consists of photographs showing house exteriors, as well as nearby landscapes and structures.

Series lll, Photographs of Individuals, consists of three folders of photographs of people who are
connected to the Ashley House, as well as some who are unidentified. The first folder, Individuals, includes
an image of Mary Brigham, but most of the people pictured are unidentified. The second folder, Edward
Brewer Digging Up Wooden Pipe, contains photographs from a small photo album; these feature Brewer in
1953, digging on the property. The third folder, Edward Brewer at Ashley House, contains photographs of
Brewer in 1958 and show him indoors in different areas of the house.
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Box Folder Contents Date

Series |. Photographs Pre-Move
13 folders
Dates: [1860-1930]

Series |, Photographs Pre-Move, is organized into two subseries: Interiors and Exteriors. The first subseries,
Interiors, is arranged by room. The second subseries, Exteriors, is split into exterior shots of the house and
views of the surrounding landscape and structures, then arranged chronologically.

INTERIORS
1 1 First Floor-Kitchen [before 1930]
1 2 Second Floor-South Bedroom [before 1930]
1 3 Second Floor-Panel Room [before 1930]
1 4 Second Floor-Panel Room [before 1930]
1 5 Second Floor-Southeast Bedroom [before 1930]
1 6 Second Floor-Northeast Bedroom [before 1930]
1 7 Second Floor-Hallway [before 1930]

EXTERIORS
1 8 House Exteriors [1860-1895]
1 9 House Exteriors [before 1930]
1 10 House Exteriors [before 1930]
1 11 Landscapes and Structures [1860-1895]
1 12 Landscapes and Structures [before 1930]
1 13 Landscapes and Structures [before 1930]

Col. John Ashley House Photograph Collection - 5


http://www.thetrustees.org/

The Trustees of Reservations — www.thetrustees.org

Box Folder Contents Date

Series Il. Photographs Post-Move
8 folders
Dates: 1939-1958, undated

Series Il, Photographs Post-Move, is organized into two subseries: Interiors and Exteriors. The first
subseries, Interiors, is arranged by room. The second subseries, Exteriors, is split into exterior shots of the
house and views of the surrounding landscape and structures.

INTERIORS
1 14 First Floor-North Parlor 1958
Includes photos showing full room

1 15 First Floor-Kitchen 1958, undated

1 16 Second Floor-Southeast Bedroom 1958
Includes photos showing full room

1 17 Second Floor- Northeast Bedroom 1958

1 18 Second Floor-Study undated
EXTERIORS

1 19 House Exteriors 1939, 1949-1958

1 20 Landscapes and Structures undated

Includes 1 negative

Series lll. Photographs of Individuals
3 folders
Dates: 1916-1958, undated

Series lll, Photographs of Individuals, is organized chronologically.

1 21 Individuals 1916-1917, 1946,
undated

1 22 Edward Brewer Digging Up Wooden Pipe 1953

1 23 Edward Brewer at Ashley House 1958
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