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Collection Code: OM.MS.C2 

Collection Title: The Old Manse Guestbooks  

Collection Dates: 1934-1996 

Processed by: Madison Mark  Date Processed: 8/4/2025 Updated:  

Extent – 
Containers/Format: 4 boxes 

Extent – Linear Feet: 3 Linear Feet 

Administrative Information 
Provenance: Part of The Old Manse Collections. Trustees of Reservations.  

Ownership & Literary 
Rights: The Old Manse Guestbooks are the physical property of The Trustees of Reservations.  

Preferred Citation: [Item title], [Date]. The Old Manse Guestbooks, [Box #], [Folder #]. The Trustees of 
Reservations, Sharon, Massachusetts. 

Conditions Governing 
Access and Use: 

This collection is open for research. All materials are in English unless otherwise 
noted. Some material may be restricted. Any known restrictions are specified after the 
title of the series, subseries, or folder containing the controlled material. 

Collection Notes 

Biographical or 
Background Details: 

The Old Manse Guestbooks are the records of visitation to The Old Manse starting in 
1934 when the house was still privately owned and operated as an informal tourist site 
by the residents. The house was at the center of key periods in American history, 
including the American Revolution in the eighteenth century and Transcendentalist 
and land conservation movements in the nineteenth century. The Trustees of 
Reservations acquired The Old Manse in 1939. 

Scope & Content: 

The Old Manse Guestbooks document public visitation to The Old Manse from 1934 to 
1996. The guestbooks include information such as names, dates, notes and the city of 
origin for visitors. Formats include bound volumes and spiral bound notebooks, there 
are no series for the collection, only date ranges for each box.  

Arrangement 
Information: 

Collection is arranged chronologically. The early more fragile bound volumes (1934-
1950) are wrapped in buffer paper and housed in document boxes lying flat. 
Guestbooks created after 1950 are housed in boxes standing upright including spiral 
bound notebooks.  

Subject Terms: Old Manse (Concord, Mass.) 
Historic house museums 
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